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Punjan’s annexure with the East India Company and
the resultant Socio-Political Condition.
(1849-57)

This study is an attempt to highlight the socio-political situation of
Punjab from 1849 to 1857. East India Company used propaganda
tools to create an illusion that Punjab stood by them in the War of
Independence. In reality, however, Punjab fought against them due to
a multiplicity of reasons- which are also the main contours of
Punjab’s socio-political scenario of the above mentioned era. The era
- as has been developed in this study - is characterised by land
settlement quite contrary to the aspirations of the locals apart from
the establishment of roads and other means for the transportation of
commodities - alongside the connected heavy taxation. Furthermore,
the locals were alienated from their culture, religion, language and
customs which resulted in the uprooting of the social, cultural and
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linguistic roots which can be felt even to this day. The thesis has been
established with the help of primary resources on the issues which are
an antidote to the British propaganda on the topic.

Keywords: ®unjab, East India Company, Board of Administration,
Education, Litrature, Land sattelment.
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" Lord Dalhousie was convinced that there would be
small prospect of peace of India untill the Khalsa had been
crushed and the Sikh forced to acknowledge that the English

were their master." W
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"Sethi notes that in 1887, Sir Edgar Bochm cast a statue of
Jhon as part of Lahore's commemoration of the Queen's
Jubilee year, using as his theme Jhon's offer of sword or pen.
The original inscription read 'By which will ye be governed-
The pen or the sword ?' " (2)
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" On March 30, 1849, the Punjab was proclaimed a British
province and The Punjab Board of Administration was
formed, with Sir Henry as president and John Lawrence and
Mr. Mansel the remaining members." (3)
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"Mansel was admirably fitted to discover the weak points in
any course of action which was proposed, and with somewhat
irritating impartiality, would argue with Jhon in favour of
Henry's views, and with Henry in favour of Jhon's. He would
thus throw the dry light of intellect on questions which might
otherwise had been seen owing either to the aristocratic
leanings of Henry or the democratic leanings of Jhon, through
atoo highly coloured medium."(5)
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" The glory had departed from the Khalsa but not the energy,
not the manly virtues, which had raised obscure and simple
Jats to supreme power in the Punjab, and had almost wrested
the specter of empire from the hands of English."(6)
dﬁjl‘éw-'qd/‘*ﬁw'd/{é!:égﬁféuuﬁjgdﬁJu&lg§%JaZy}u{wm‘;
mu):%u)h;}“t‘uy'u?(KKul-féudtJu]L:{zfv&'f/,/ﬁuum{&;ﬂg,d/

90



ISSN(Print): 2709-9636 | ISSN(Online): 2709-9644 yggfyl'
Volume 2, 2021(Issue 111, July to September) .

_(A)u?t}f/ul.}/,t(u?J/Jﬂz:d,}'(mg@cdﬂ%u%jvjvédwﬂd/'ui
.,l,%?ug‘f“{uﬁul;m;n;z:d?ch[uf)a’vjvLdmugc.,t;?c}w
“j)LﬁJuflfﬁb‘fm{ﬂ,,gui-éiéiouﬁvg@éLLL/ﬁjﬁu‘?dnmzfuf
_Ziib";uf!}o'f”éj.Lc’.uéufu&(g{u,lf/JG’

S E LS G E S UL L 30 Sogd el L0
P ST e Y e Uit o E U6 - L LG NSt s o iy
ALy

" The orders were further explained to the heads of men of

every large village."(8)
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" The operations pertaining to the civil engineer's department

may be arranged under the following classes:

1. Cantonments, forts and other military buildings for the

Punjab fronties force.

2. Public works and edifices, and offices for civil purposes.

3. Roads, bridges and viaducts.

4. Canals." (9)
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"—For general purposes, the roads of the Punjab may be thus
classified
Ist Military roads.
2nd  Road for external commerce.
3rd  Roads for internal commerce. " (10)
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"At the Hindoo Schools, writing and the rudiments of
arithmetic and generally taught in the Hindi character; at the
Mussulamn Schools are read to Koran in Arabic, and the
didactie and poetical works of Sadi in Persian, (the Gulistan
and Bostan); and the Sikh School, The Grunthin
Goormukhee, or the repository of the faith taught by Nanuck
and Guroo Govind." (11)
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"It is remarkable that female education is to be met with in all
parts of Punjab the girls and the teachers (also females)
belong to all of the three great tribes, viz, hindoo,Mussulman
and Sikh." (12)
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" Camels, One rupee one anna and eight pies each: goats and
sheep, three rupess two anna per hundred, buffalos ten annas
each." (13)
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"Government demand was set at one half net produce.
Produce remaining after deducting cultivation expenses.
Rather than collecting a portoin of each years crop in kind or
a cash equivalent, fixed cash assessments were imposed for
periods of up to thirty years. The assessment process, or
settlement, was based upon calculations of average

productivity." (14)

M3A



ISSN(Print): 2709-9636 | ISSN(Online): 2709-9644 yggfyl'
Volume 2, 2021(Issue 111, July to September) .

A G A E LIS S L S et I S F et S S
dmv&/umKﬂ%;&f.%iswmfuﬁ (‘;m_énuvl’dm/,l.,,wt{);
SUPT Lo b 3§ i o e E F 33l PP Gt oo
WL o L e S 2 S 2 S s S o9
< Ldﬂ)g}gufjuéyﬁdl;%_l;l}Ul_‘),Uc.wﬂ/; Jgn;QnJ‘s-gfui'&L
eSSt e PP AN L Qe s
/L;.a?L.uﬂﬁi_}gzg/»-w?tnuf(uw@/%uﬁmgp AU
:ug“&%m_&w&'fmb»K&w/;uét‘;ﬂfmfuu’/,nwwvﬂf"
"Accoding to one contemporary estimate, 'batai’ and 'Kankut'
accounted for four- fifths of the land- revenue collected
from the territories of the Lahore Darbar in 1847." (15)
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-"Where the Government demand consisted of a share of the
crop, whether by actual division or by appraisement of the
harvest produce, the officials sometimes disposed of the grain
themselves, but more commonly obliged the agriculturists to
pay for it in cash, at prices rather higher than those quoted in
the ordinary markets." (16)
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"That the resources of the country were not strained by this
taxation can hardly be supposed But, in some respects, the
Government gave back with one hand what in had taken with
the other. The employees of the state were most numerous;
every Jat village sent recruits for the army, who again
remitted their savings to their home. Many a highly taxed
village paid half its revenue from its military earnings; thus
money circulated freely." (17)
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"The Sikh chiefapplied this method to superior or perishable
crops like cotton, indigo, sugarcane, tabacco, poppy,
safflower, chillies oilseeds, pulses and vegetables." (18)
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"One reform was of doubtful benefit to the people, the
substitution of the British system of collecting land revenue
in mony for the old system of payment in kind." (19)
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"Reduction did not compensate for the difference between
and inelastic demand and a demand tied to the size of
harvests." (21)
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"Accordingly, the new assessment pressed too heavily on
river and canal areas and not heavily enough on wells. Lastly,
the summary settlement did not make adequate provision for
remissions in event of river encroachments or canal failure."
(22)
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"
"In reporting calamity to the Government of "India, the
Punjab Government disclaimed all responsibility." (24)
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"Governments share of produce was set atl /4 on sailab
(inundated(and canal lands and 1/5 on well lands Sugarcane
and indigo crops wre assessed 1/5, of the former and 2/ 11 of
the later were taken owing to difficulty of irrigation. " (26)
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"This settlement was made on accurate data, and was in itself
quite moderate the villages were flourishing, and canal
cultivation luxuriant." (27)
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"One village might be assessed three annas per acre, while a

neighboring village was charged two or three rupees per acre

for the same type of Land." (28)
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