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Folk literature of ""The Ravi'* Magazine

Folk songs are the songs of the common people which are being
passed down from one generation to another. These songs are the
common creative heritage of all people, rather than the work of a
single author. There are different types of Punjabi folk songs which
are available for every occasion from human birth to death. Folk
songs are a reflection of civilization, culture, history and the essence
of the wisdom of experienced people. Folk songs are found in every
language, nation, tribe and region. Folk songs help to understand
regional geography, people's thinking, moods, customs and
psychology. In 1906, The Ravi Magazine was launched in English.
The first vernacular language, Punjabi, was published in 1910 and a
few folk songs were printed. The publication of Punjabi language
literature in Grmukhi and Shahmukhi and folk literature continues to
this day. This research paper presents a research and critical review
of the folk literature that adorns the magazine Ravi.

Keywords: Folk songs, Vernacular, Punjabi, Gurmukfi, Shahmukhi, English,
The Ravi, Magazine.
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"..In July 1906 was published the first number of "The Ravi"

a monthly Magazine which, under a succession of able and

zealous editors, has continued to grow and flourish. "
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"We have received about one hundred Punjabi songs and

ballads hitherto unpublished from L. Balak Ram Gohl who

collected them, mainly during the last long vacation, from

villages in the Amritsar, Multan, Lyallpur, Lahore and

Hoshiarpur districts. It is intended to publish them as a

supplementary number to the Ravi in the near future, and the

collection should form a valuable addition to those already

known to the public."(‘)
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