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1857 War of Independence in Punjabi Folk Literature

In this article the writer has discussed the war of independencel857
in Punjabi folk literature .In the beginning of the article the writer has
told that East India company occupied punjab in 1849 .There were
two purposes before company. To restore law and order and to
generate revenew easily. This gave birth to rebellion because the
local people had hatred against the policies of British.Roy Ahmad
Khan Kharral was famous for his bravery in Gogaira at that time.He
considered British as usurp.In 1857 the Joiya tribe refused to give
land tax .On this the British arrested many persons of Joiya tribe. Roy
Ahmad Khan Kharral got prisoners released after mounting pressure
on Deputy Commissioner. The freedom fighters like Murad Fityana
and Sarang also stood by Roy Ahmad Khan Kharral in the war of
independence.

Key Words: War, Independence, Punjabi, Folk, East India Company,
Punjab, Law and Order, British.
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"It was the case of ‘greased cartouche’ equally
despicable by Hindus and Muslims. They were
already apprehensive of the plans of the English to
convert the whole population of India to their faith,
Christianity, when the greased cartouche was
introduced to be used in the new kind of musket by
the sipahis. They had earlier been required to bite
the paper with mouth from cartridge before the new
‘invention’ which though seemed to be at the
training stage. The introduction of greased portion

to be touched now by mouth was a prerequisite for
use of the ammunition™ )
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"Fifty one prisoners were killed and wounded.” ®
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"The first information of the intended insurrection
was brought to me by Surfiraz Khan, Khurral, on
the night of 16th. He insisted on seeing me about
11P.M, stating at the had something of great
importance to communicate, and on being admitted
informed me that all the chiefs of Ravee tribes, who
were present at the sudder on heavy moochulkas,
had fled with all their followers, and that there
could be no doubt that they intended to rise
immediately."
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